A Study of Proverbs (From my Blog)
Proverbs 1 Short Devotional by Chad 

April 25th, 2010 

This month, we’ll study the 31 chapters of Proverbs in 31 days.  Although our short devotionals will likely only cover a couple of verses in the chapter we’re studying, we’d encourage you to read the entire chapter to gain wisdom from the wisest man (besides Jesus) who ever walked on the planet, Solomon, as well as a few other wise guys.  We would also challenge you to memorize a proverb each day and meditate on it (continue thinking about it and how you can apply it to your life) throughout the day.  Here we go:

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.”  (Proverbs 1:7)
This entire chapter was written by King Solomon, a real historical figure.  In case you don’t know who he is, he was the son of King David.  Shortly after David died and Solomon became the king of Israel, the Lord appeared to Solomon one night in a dream while he was in Gibeon and said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you” (1 Kings 3:5).  Solomon could have asked for anything, vast riches or power, a long life or death to his enemies.  However, Solomon simply asked the Lord to give him wisdom so he could lead the people of Israel well (1 Kings 3:9).  God was so pleased with this request and Solomon’s authentic heart at the time that he not only made him the wisest man on earth but also gave him riches and honor “so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings” (1 Kings 3:13).  God was obviously very pleased with Solomon’s desire to have the Lord’s wisdom.

Where are you in regards to wisdom?  Do you have a teachable heart?  When other Christians (whether they are more mature or whether they are just peers) confront you about an issue in your life, is your first response a prideful, stubborn one, or do you genuinely want to be sharpened by others so you can gain wisdom on how to live a godly life?  Do you seek out more mature believers to gain their wisdom, or do you just depend on yourself?  Do you constantly read the Bible to gain God’s wisdom, or are you lethargic in your pursuit of the Lord?  Are you serious about gaining every little bit of wisdom you can gain from God and other strong believers?  Solomon was, and God blessed him for it.

Later in Proverbs 1, God gives a warning to those who do not fear the Lord or seek his wisdom:  “Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but will not find me.  Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord, since they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke, they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.  For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them; but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of harm.”  (Proverbs 1:28-33)
I don’t know about you, but I want to choose to live in safety, without fear of harm!  Let’s spend time this month really gaining all the wisdom we can from the book of Proverbs!

Proverbs 2 Short Devotional by Lee Davis 

April 26th, 2010 

So, who’s ready to learn about wisdom? I know I am, I feel that this is one of the most important things that we can focus on and learn as Christians. We read the Bible to get incite into the mind and heart of God; to figure out His plan for our lives. We are seeking wisdom from God, and Solomon just kinda lays it out for us to see: How simple it is to become wise!

1 My son, if you accept my words
and store up my commands within you,
2 turning your ear to wisdom
and applying your heart to understanding,
3 and if you call out for insight
and cry aloud for understanding,
4 and if you look for it as for silver
and search for it as for hidden treasure,
5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD
and find the knowledge of God.
6 For the LORD gives wisdom,
and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.
At first glance, a Father is talking to his Son, perhaps Solomon speaking to his son, or even David speaking to Solomon, but what about God speaking to His Children? “If you accept My words and store up my commands within you. . .” That’s God urging us to accept what He has to tell us. Later it says, “If you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding,” That’s prayer, God tells us that we can ask for wisdom, just as we can ask for food or shelter or provisions. Wisdom and insight are things to be grasped and God can give it to us.

But this isn’t something that He may automatically give to us, in verses 4-5 it says, “and if you look for is as for Silver, and search for it as for hidden treasure, Then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.” We need to seek God’s wisdom, as we ask, and pray for His guidance. Solomon isn’t the only one who is able to receive God’s gift of wisdom. We also have the opportunity to ask and seek God’s Wisdom and knowledge. “For the Lord gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.”
What kind of Wisdom are you seeking? What kind of knowledge are you asking for? These are things that we can ask ourselves as we do devotionals, as we read the word, or whenever we hear scripture!  For when we have wisdom for the Lord. . .  ”Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good path.”
Proverbs 2:9
Proverbs 3 Short Devotional by Chad 

April 27th, 2010 

Today we have one of those devotionals that you’ll definitely want to memorize (if you haven’t already):

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”  (Proverbs 3:5-6)
These two verses have meant so much to me this past year!  Very few days have gone by that I haven’t prayed these verses back to God.  When I had a major surgery a year ago, spent severals days in the hospital, and had serious complications, I constantly said these words to God.  That month of my life was special (even though I was in a lot of pain) because I experienced God and his peace throughout that trial.  I’ve also faced a number of other trials and big decisions this year, including:  an ACL knee surgery in December, a bedbug infestation in my house (had to move out for 7 weeks) after a spring break trip to New York City, writing a book, and starting a new summer ministry in Charleston, where I live.

Each time I’ve faced a trial or a major decision, I’ve prayed these verses back to the Lord and experienced him as I’ve placed my trust in him.  What are some trials in your life right now for which you need to trust in the Lord and ackowledge him?  What are some big decisions you are facing?  Take some time today placing your trust in him and acknowledging him in your life.  Ask the Lord to make your paths straight.  The following is an example of how I pray Proverbs 3:5-6 in my own words:

“Father, I thank you for dying on the cross for my sins.  I confess to you today that I have sinned by directing my own life and living on my own strength instead of placing my trust in you and relying on yours.  I turn away from my dependence on myself and ask you to be the Lord of my life today, taking the driver’s seat.  I yield control of  my life to you, and I fully place my trust in you and acknowledge you as my guide.  Lord, I ask you to make my paths straight.  Help me to live my life on your terms and with your agenda on my mind instead of just living on my terms with my own agenda.  Thank you for loving me when I fail to love you.  I praise you and give you all the glory you deserve.  In Jesus name, Amen.”
Proverbs 4 Short Devotional by Lee Davis 

April 28th, 2010 

“For out of the overflow of your heart. . .”
Solomon continues to throw down some wisdom; all things that we need to hear. He spends most of chapter 4 talking about the importance of wisdom and understanding. But when he gets to verses 23-24, he begins to give us wisdom on the heart. And the heart is the thing that God is concerned the most about when it comes to our motives and our relationship with Him.

23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.
24 Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from your lips.
Guard your heart, for it is a wellspring of life. The heart is what gives us life, if we are happy it is because out heart is joyous! if we are angry, it is because our heart is angry or heavy-burdened. I think that our heart condition is expressed through our daily lives. And of course the mouth and the heart are connected:

“You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.”
Matthew 12:34
Jesus is talking to the pharisees, because their hearts were not overflowing with what they should have been. In James 3, James talks about how the tongue is a corrupt fire, and that it corrupts the whole person. If the tongue is corrupt and is not controlled, then “it corrupts the whole person” (James 3:6). And if the tongue is corrupt, then the heart is corrupt, because “out of the overflow of the heart the tongue speaks”  (Matthew 12:34). 
Here’s my challenge: What is your overflow? Are you sowing good in your heart and reaping the benefits? Or are you sowing evil in your heart only to reap uncleanliness like the pharisees? For

“the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean’” Matthew 15:18
Proverbs 5 by Nancy Castillo 

April 29th, 2010 

Read Proverbs 5.

So, in this chapter the author is warning us against the sin of adultery. He explains the consequences of it. Yet, what I want to focus on is verses 21-23.

“For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all his paths. The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him fast. He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly.”

So often we forget that God is watching us. In fact, the Lord is not just watching but he is searching for people who give themselves completely to him. He is examining what is within our hearts. He desires to strengthen the hearts of those who seek him. (2 Chronicles 16:9). It is our wickedness that lead us away from him. It is our own wickedness that keeps us from growing stronger. Our wickedness tells the Lord that we do not want him. Sin creates a gulf between us and the Lord. When we surrender our hearts to Jesus (the bridge between our sin and God), God gives us the Holy Spirit. He dwells within us and gives us the self-discipline we need to stop committing the sin that we constantly fall to(1 Timothy 1:7). The truth is that sin is appealing and brings pleasure for a short time (Hebrews 11:25). It is up to us to choose. God has given us the freedom to choose. Do you want to remain a slave to sin and enjoy the temporary pleasure? Or do you desire to live free from sin through JesusChrist and enjoy a whole eternity of pleasure?

You may say, ” I want to choose to live free from sin but, I can’t overcome this sin.” I know that sin can seem to overcome us. It seems like we are constantly falling and failing the Lord.  Because we are human, our flesh is constantly fighting with our Spirit (Gal. 5:17). Yet, through Christ, we are no longer bound by the law because he paid for ALL of our sins (Gal. 3:13). Guess what? Nothing you do can save you. The Lord sees your heart. If you are geniunely  desiring to seek the Lord and give yourself completely to him,  he knows and wants to strengthen your heart.

I challenge you to ask the Lord to reveal to you the things you trade your relationship with Jesus for. Ask him to reveal those sins that prevent you from being able to experience a closer relationship with him. Pray to God and thank him for the freedom he has given you. Surrender yourself to him. Confess your sin to him and ask him to give you the strength to resist sin and accept the freedom you have received through Christ.

Proverbs 6 Devotional by Chad 

April 30th, 2010 

“Dear friend, if you’ve gone into hock with your neighbor or locked yourself into a deal with a stranger, if you’ve impulsively promised the shirt off your back and now find yourself shivering out in the cold, friend, don’t waste a minute.  Get yourself out of that mess.  You’re in that man’s clutches!  Go, put on a long face; act desperate.  Don’t procrastinate – there’s no time to lose.  Run like a deer from the hunter, fly like a bird from the trapper!” (Proverbs 6:1-5, from Eugene Peterson’s The Message)
If I had to choose the top three mistakes that college students and young adults make in order of importance and long-term consequences, I’d choose:  1) Not getting to know Jesus personally and intimately, 2) Dating the wrong person or someone who doesn’t know Jesus personally and intimately, and 3) accumulating debt and being a poor steward of God’s money.  We often talk about #1 above through our daily devotionals, and we should probably spend more time talking about #2.  Today, however, the passage in Proverbs addresses #3 above.

I think Dave Ramsey’s book, Total Money Makeover, should be a required reading for every high school senior, every college student and every young adult.  I’d highly recommend reading it if you haven’t already!  In it, Ramsey talks about the dangers of accumulating debt and a process one can take to become debt free.  By becoming debt free, one can be free to give generously to others and also live an adventurous life rather than be controlled by money or lack thereof.

How are you doing with your finances?  Do you give a tithe (at least 10%) back to God as he commands?  Do you give above and beyond that 10% tithe as an offering of generosity to the Lord?  Do you help the less fortunate who are in need?  Do you give money toward taking the gospel to the nations (by providing support to domestic and international missionaries)?  We need to grow to understand that when we give our lives to Christ, our money belongs to him.  Everything we have was given to us by him, and he calls us to be good stewards of his money.  Therefore, being generous toward God is one of the best ways we can develop intimacy with him and fall deeply in love with him.  “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

The following are just a few top key principles (there are good books you can read to dig deeper into this topic) that will help you to be a good steward of God’s money and also to be free to be generous toward God:

1)  Avoid credit card debt at all costs.  Recently (after the country’s debt crisis started) I think the government made a law that credit card companies can no longer set up tables on college campuses to pass out free things to college freshmen and sign them up for credit cards.  This was the practice a couple of years ago because freshmen are the least informed on the dangers of credit card debt and make easy targets.  My advice is to avoid it at all costs.  It’s what sent this country into a tailspin a couple of years ago, and you could suffer the consequences of buying into their lie that it’s okay to “buy things now and pay for them later” for the rest of your life.

2)  Avoid car debt.  Car debt is one of the worst kinds of debt there is because the value of a car depreciates so quickly.  The newer the car and the higher the cost, the quicker you get into a hole oweing money on something that is worth far less than what you owe on it.  One of the things I wish I had known sooner is that car debt is something you should avoid in order to be a good steward of money.  The wise thing to do is to slowly save money for a future car.  When the time comes that you need to buy a car, buy something you can afford to pay in cash.  There are good cars out there that you can buy for $2,000 or a little more.  If you currently own a car, come up with a plan to pay it off as quickly as you can and begin saving so you never need to borrow money to buy a car again.

3)  Be careful with school debt.  Work after college to pay off some school debt before you go to graduate school and accumulate more debt.  A mild amount of college debt isn’t the worst thing in the world because you are investing in your future career and future income.  So hopefully eventually there will be a return on this investment.  However, if you accumulate too much debt this “investment” will turn into a nightmare.  More than ever (after our country’s debt crisis) mortgage companies and banks are being careful with whom they lend money.  Never again will it be quite so easy for just anyone to borrow money, and if you have too much debt, you won’t be able to purchase a house.  It’s hard to say how much is too much because different college degrees will lead to different salaries after college.  I’d say shoot for less than $20K unless you are going to be a doctor or lawyer (keep in mind a married couple with a $20K school loan per person would mean the couple would have $40K in school debt – this is a lot!).  Be careful and think about delaying graduate school for a year or more if you are accumulating much more than $20K in college debt.  Again, avoid car debt, which is much worse than school debt.  These two kinds of debt can control your life.  For example, if you feel God is calling you while you are in college to pursue a career with a lower income, you may not be free to pursue this career if you have too much debt.

4.  Be generous to God.  Really, this should be first.  The key with being a good steward is learning to be generous toward God and others.  When you have a generous heart, you know him better.  It’s important to remember that God is taking note of our generosity as well.

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?” (Luke 16:10-12).

Proverbs 7 Devotional by Nancy Castillo 

May 1st, 2010 

“My son, Keep my words and store up my commands within you. Keep my commands and you will live;guard my teachings as the apple of your eye. Bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart.” – Proverbs 7:1-3

Chapter 7 is another warning against adultery. Yet, I want to talk about the first three verses because in them we find the heart of the matter. God is warning us to keep his commandments. Your probably thinking, “that’s not the first time I’ve heard that sentence.” You are right. God does command us to follow his law. But, don’t you ever wonder why Solomon would put these verses right before talking about adultery? As I was thinking about that, the Lord reminded me of this poster my roommate has on her wall. The poster says, “What you focus on consumes you.” Really, that is the warning Solomon is giving to us here. He is saying focus on God’s word. Meditate upon that because that is what is going to keep you from falling into the trap of adultery.

When he says adultery that can mean a number of things. It can mean literally sleeping with a married person or even sinning in general. At the heart of sin is idolatry. When we become Christians, we are making a commitment to separate your life for the Lord (just as married person makes the commitment to their spouse). When we sin, we are basically lusting after things of this world and straying away from our love for God. God compares the constant sin of Israel to the sin of adultery. The whole book of Hosea is about that.

Jesus said that by just thinking of a woman (or man if you are a woman) in a lustful manner you have committed adultery in your heart (Matthew 5:28). So, how can we stop from sinning in our hearts? By meditating and keeping God’s word. It is what is going to keep us from sin. This not only keeps you from sin but, it also brings salvation to those around you. Paul warns Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:16 saying, “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” The way you live your life gives a witness to Christ who dwells within you. People are watching us and even when we think we are wasting our breathe, they are listening. By focusing on Christ and meditating on his word, we are not only more likely to live a life that is pleasing before the Lord but, we reflect Christ allowing those around us have an opportunity to know him.

So, today, ask the Lord to show you what you have been consumed by and what it is that you have been focusing on. Has it been grades? Your boyfriend/girlfriend? Fitting in? Finances? If it has been anything other than Christ, ask the Lord for forgiveness for putting something else before him. Tell him you desire to make Christ the focus of your life. And take Solomon’s advice. Start doing more than just memorizing God’s word. Really delve in it. Meditate on what God is trying to tell you. Ask God for understanding of his word. Don’t just know God’s word, live it! Trust me, there will be a noticeable change when you begin to do this. People may start to wonder, “Wow, you’ve changed.” Use that as an opportunity to talk about what Christ has done in your life. Remember, what you focus on consumes you. So, begin to live a life that is focused on Christ.

Proverbs 8 Short Devotional by Joshua Gale 

May 2nd, 2010 

The Book of Proverbs gives us a good explanation of what the ”fear of the Lord” is. One of the purposes of “fear of the Lord” is to align your heart with what the Lord loves. In verse 13 and in the rest of Proverbs it describes what wisdom hates (therefore what the Lord hates). To listen to wisdom and her instructions would look like this…

1) Examine your heart. Are you guarding it from the things that the Lord hates? 2) Examine your life. Are you walking in accord that what the Lord loves?

3) Examine your relationships. Are your relationships aligned with wisdom? Are you seeking wisdom in your relationships or are you leaving it out of that part of your life? Have you studied scripture to find out what God says about relationships, intimacy, and sexual immorality? Or are you remaining ignorant to the truth, because you know that you won’t like what it has to say. If you are ignoring wisdom, or are too lazy to study it, then according to Proverbs you are a fool.

In verse 17 it says, “I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me.” This verse reinforces the promise that God will provide wisdom and that He loves those who seek wisdom. Are you asking God for wisdom? Are you looking to older wiser men in the Church body for wisdom?

James 1:5-8 (New International Version) 5If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

Seeking wisdom isn’t always a pretty process, sometimes it feels like a swift kick in the butt.

According to this definition in Proverbs 8:13 “the fear of the Lord” is to hate evil, pride, arrogance, the evil way and a perverse mouth. If we have the “fear of the Lord” we will not only hate these things, we will resist them, and ask the Lord to deliver us from being guilty of these sins.   When we tolerate evil in our lives and speak evil things, we are declaring that we have no fear of God.  In fact, we have fallen into the sin of pride and arrogance, because we think that God is simply overlooking our sin and our wrong attitudes, just because we may appear to get by with some things. God is a merciful God and He gives all of us time to repent, so that our own sins do not produce the effects of the sowing and reaping process.

Galatians 6:7-8: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” If we have “fear of the Lord” we will believe what the Bible tells us, and desire to walk in the truth.

Dear Heavenly Father, I am thankful for your grace and mercy. I am thankful for your patience as I purge my heart of the things that You hate. Father help love the things that You love and walk the path that You have shown me. Father, I humbly ask that you cleanse my heart of pride, rebellion, and arrogance. Help me be the man that You want me to be and may I always have the “fear of the Lord” in my heart. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
Proverbs 9 Devotional by Nancy Castillo 

May 3rd, 2010 

Read Proverbs 9.

In this chapter, the author is comparing wisdom to foolishness. Verses 1-12 describes wisdom and verses 13-18 describe foolishness. At plain sight, they may seem similar. They both have a house and both call the simple. But, there is one major difference. Wisdom gives life (verse 11) and foolishness gives death (verse 18). Without Christ, we are the simple. Psalm 19:7 says, “…the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” Everyday, we face decisions in which we can either choose to listen to the call of wisdom or to the call of foolishness. Well, you might say, “How do I know I am doing what is wise?” Well, it all starts with the fear of the Lord. That is the wisest decision you can make. Like we learned in Proverbs 8:13, the fear of the Lord is to hate evil. We show this in our manner of behaving and speaking. By choosing to follow Christ, we have begun in our path to wisdom.

One thing that is a sure sign that you are growing in wisdom, is the way you act when someone corrects you. Let’s face it, one of the hardest things for us as human beings to do is to accept when we have made mistakes. It is difficult to have someone come up to us and point out where we have been wrong. Proverbs 9:8 says that when you rebuke a wise man they love you. Therefore, a sign of growing in wisdom is being able to accept correction . In fact, they not only accept correction but, really appreciate it. Verse 9 also shows that the wise man not only accepts correction but, also accepts instruction or teaching. The more we grow in wisdom the more teachable we become. We commonly have this misconception that a wise person knows everything. Wisdom and knowledge are two different things. Wisdom simply means to have deep understanding. That is why a wise person is so accepting of criticism. They know that they can learn from it and not make that mistake again. They appreciate those who discipline them because they understand that it is ultimately for their good. They are teachable because they understand the value of learning.

So, are we accepting of criticism? When someone comes to us and points out something we are doing wrong, do we accept what they say and learn from it? Or do we ignore or deny what they say? Are we teachable? Or are do we think we know it all already? If you have not fully surrendered your life to the Lord, take the time now to pray to him. Thank him for the sacrifice his son Jesus Christ paid on the cross. Confess your sins to him and repent. Ask him to take control of your life. Ask him to teach you to hate evil and love God with all your heart. This is the first step towards wisdom. If you have already given your life to the Lord, take the time now to ask the Lord to help you grow in wisdom. Ask the Lord to show you what is preventing you from accepting criticism. Ask the Lord to make you teachable. God desires to give you this wisdom, all you must do is ask (James1:5).

Short Devotional Proverbs 10 by Lee Davis 

May 4th, 2010 

This chapter is full of a lot of things, of course, all about wisdom, and foolishness. I recommend that you read this whole chapter and really question yourself, compare and contrast by asking yourself, “Am I doing the things of a wise person, or am I being foolish?” I think that that is the perfect way to really apply scripture to ones own life, especially with the contrast of Proverbs!

There was one verse that significantly stuck out to me, because it is something that I constantly struggle with. That verse is Proverbs 10:5

“He who gathers crops in the summer is a wise son,
but he who sleeps during the harvest is a disgraceful son.”
Now, some might think that Solomon would just be giving wisdom to farmers and perhaps some others may think that it is simply a warning against laziness. . . But after I read this, I immediately thought about evangelism. Here, let me put it into different terms for you:

“For the Harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few”
Matthew 9:37
We as Christians are somewhat like farmers, with land to plow and grow fruit on. In the Gospel, Jesus is telling the disciples that the Harvest of those who do not know Him is plentiful, while the workers to reap that harvest are few. Now a son who gathers crops at the proper time is wise, but one who sleeps during the harvest is a disgraceful son; cheating his father out of money, items to sell, anything else you can think of.

When I think about my father and my relationship, I don’t ever want to use “myself” and “being a disgrace to my father” in the same sentence. I like looking at it this way because it shows how important our purpose is, to spiritually multiply the harvest, not just to sleep through it, and let someone else do all the work. But God is the same way, He doesn’t want us if we aren’t part of His greater plan for our lives.

“So because you are lukewarm. . . I am about to spit you out of my mouth!”
Revelation 3:16
“I challenge ya’ll with this question: Am I on fire for Christ enough to tell others about it?” 
I need to continually ask myself that question, because so often I lack the desire to share the good news.
So often I want to just sleep while someone else works in the field, to just talk about doing it but never acting.
I pray for all of us, God. That we would remember why you came. That we would remember your sacrifice. That we would desire to share that with others, no matter what. No matter how busy, or poor, or shy, or how little we have in common with the other person. We love You, Father, Give us the strength to work in the fields, and reap the harvest!
-Amen!
Proverbs 11 Short Devotional by Joshua Gale 

May 5th, 2010 

Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counselors there is safety.
Proverbs 11: 14
God inspired Solomon to write Proverbs to teach young men (Prov. 1:1-5). This is one of the most important rules of wisdom; do not make big decisions without consulting a variety of wise and successful men who are not emotionally or financially involved. 
As humans, we are always right in our own eyes.  Have you ever made a bad decision? Of course not! This is a fact of human behavior Solomon had often observed many times throughout the book of Proverbs. But you are usually wrong for many reasons, even though you may not realize it! You are inherently ignorant, emotionally affected, personally biased, educationally slanted, financially motivated, and peer influenced. You are dangerous! 
You must choose your counsel wisely. I have some of the most knowledgeable, kind hearted friends, but when I check decisions or ideas with them they usually tend to agree with me for friendship sake. Friends would rather avoid debate than tell you the truth. 
If you desire to grow in wisdom, you will jettison your thoughts and replace them with the opinions of wise counselors. This is a hard choice to make, because you sinfully hate being criticized or corrected. You want to be the wise one that always makes outstanding decisions. You must learn to crush your pride and subject your ideas and plans to the analysis and examination of others. By choosing godly and successful men as your counselors, you can instantly raise the quality and results of your decisions.
How are you making your decisions? Are you seeking wise counsel or the counsel of your peers? This is a tricky process because we all think that we have great ideas, but not ever ‘good idea’ is a ‘God idea’. 
God help us to seek wisdom from wise, godly counsel. Humble our hearts and allow us to let others into our life. Lord, thank you for your wisdom and your everlasting love. Amen. 
Proverbs 12 Short Devotional by Macey Bowman 

May 6th, 2010 

Read Proverbs 12

“Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid.” (verse 1)

When I was growing up, I took piano lessons. I would practice every day and then go to my lesson and play for my teacher. I found that even when I had been playing a song for months, she would still find corrections for me. How I responded to her correction determined how well I was going to be able to play that song. When I ignored her, I continued to have trouble playing those pieces, because I didn’t apply her correction. However, when I took her lessons and applied them, I improved and was able to become a better player.

This isn’t a novel concept. If you’ve ever played sports or music…. Or tried to develop any skill, you’ve seen the importance of correction and discipline. But how often do we apply these principles to life? Because none of us are perfect, we need discipline and correction in life to help us walk with God and make wise decisions. God puts people in our lives to help us do just that. In order to accept and benefit from this truth, we need humility. Part of being wise is recognizing our limits and accepting correction in the knowledge that there is someone who knows more than we do and cares enough about us to share that truth with us. How willing are we to accept godly correction?

“The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.” (verse 15)

Do I recognize my need to listen to the advice of people who are older and more mature than I am, or am I so caught up in looking like I have it all together that I don’t listen to advice that can save me from a lot of struggle and heartache? This verse says that a wise man listens to advice. Sometimes I would rather look like I have it all together than ask for help and have people see that I’m not perfect or don’t know what I’m doing. But a huge part of being wise is recognizing your limits and asking for help.

Who do you go to for help? Do you look for advice from godly people who you know are going to point you in the right direction, or do you ask friends who are more concerned with pleasing you. Even more importantly, do you seek advice from God or man? Whose approval are you seeking? Would you rather be seen by God as a faithful follower or by your friends as someone who doesn’t usually mess up?

Lord, give me a heart of humility. Help to me recognize when I need direction, and help me to accept correction with humility and grace, recognizing that ultimately it makes me more like you. Amen.

Proverbs 13 Short Devotional by Joshua Gale 

May 7th, 2010 

Proverbs 13:3 (New Living Translation)
3 Those who control their tongue will have a long life; opening your mouth can ruin everything.

For those of you that know me know that I like to talk and that I will talk to anyone. If I could have it my way I would just spend all day every day just talking to people. For some reason Solomon in his wisdom decided to talk about the mouth, lips, and tongue over and over.

Over the past few years I have realized that Christians always like to fix things and usually have good intentions… but sometimes we just need to shut up. We think that we have the best solution to everything and that everyone needs to conform to our understanding. We are so quick to tell others of the law, but how often do we portray the Gospel? How often do we show the love of Christ?

In Galatians chapter 3, Paul is saying that love goes further than law. He is saying that the cross took the place for the curse of the law. If we love as Christ does, than why are we so quick to point a finger at others and tell them their fault? A few of my friends know the Bible inside and out, but still claim to be atheist and agnostic. They all understand the love coming from God the Father and how He gave His one and only son, but they just have one problem… They have never seen that love. There is nothing that I can say that will make them believe, the only thing I can do is love as Christ would.

We should focus less how much we say and focus more how much we deliver. There is so much that God is trying to show us and tell us, but we just need to shut up long enough to hear Him. Do your portray the Gospel in all that you do, or do you just talk about it? Are you quick to tell others their faults, or do you control your tongue?

Proverbs 14 Short Devotional by Macey Bowman 

May 8th, 2010 

Read Proverbs 14

Four verses really stood out of me when I was reading this chapter: verses 2, 16, 26, and 27. All of these verses talk about the importance of fearing the LORD.

“He whose walk is upright fears the LORD l but he whose ways are devious despises him.” (v 2)

“A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but a fool is hotheaded and reckless.” (v 16)

“He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge.” (v 26)

“The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death.” (v 27)

Today, we tend to focus on God as being loving and forgiving- which is true. He is more loving than any person can ever be, and he has offered us an amazing forgiveness that we cannot fully comprehend. However, he is also just and mighty and holy and deserves to be worshipped with respect. Some churches focus so much on fearing God that they make him out to be an overly strict ruler who is just waiting to punish us for the wrong things that we do. I don’t think that’s why the Bible tells us to fear the LORD. That’s certainly not the attitude that I get from these verses. Here, fearing God appears to be something that will allow us to walk in a way that honors Him and keeps us safe and make us wise.

So what does it mean to fear the LORD? It’s not just being afraid of God. After all, He is our Father and Savior. But I think it means recognizing who God is and having a proper respect for Him as the God of the universe. At the end of the book of Job, when Job is questioning God about why he has lost everything, this is how God answers him:

“Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you will answer me. Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations? Tell me if you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone- while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?” (Job 38:2-7)

You can keep reading the rest of that chapter and the next couple, and God continues to display His power and might. He is truly the God of the universe and his understanding no one can fathom. Read Isaiah 6 and Revelation 4-5, which talk about the throne room in heaven. In these verses, you get a picture of the Holy God that we worship. He is truly holy, and we certainly do not deserve to enter His presence. When we have that mindset about God, our walk is upright, we learn to shun evil, we can rest in Him as a secure fortress, and He is our fountain of life.

In my everyday life, do I realize just who this God is, that I claim to worship? Whether I surrender to him or not, He is God and He is in control. I can acknowledge that or not, but it’s much smarter on my end to be on God’s side, because I certainly don’t stand a chance in life or death without him.

Proverbs 15 Short Devotional by Lee Davis 

May 9th, 2010 

First off. . . HAPPY MOTHERS DAY, all you mothers! Ya’ll are amazing! Thanks for everything that you do!
Okay, now that that is out of the way, and those of you who had forgotten to call them and tell them, “Happy Mother’s Day, I love you, MOM!” have gone ahead and called them, we can begin with today’s devotion (You’re welcome by the way).

Proverbs 15; another chapter full of awesome instruction and advise:

“13 A happy heart makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit.
15 All the days of the oppressed are wretched, but the cheerful heart has a continual feast.
17 Better a meal of vegetables where there is love than a fattened calf with hatred.
30 A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones.”
So, I chose these four verses because I found somethings in common with all of them. I am going to go at this from the standpoint of it being Mother’s Day, but of course, this can apply to anyone, anywhere, any “Day”.

The title of this devotion would probably be  “The Gift of a  Happy Heart“. Verse 13 states, “A happy heart makes the face cheerful,” Now, wouldn’t you love to be able to make your mother (or anyone else) cheerful? I know I would. With a cheerful heart, not only would you be able to bring happiness to others around you, but you would have “a continual feast” (verse 15).

What is a continual feast? In the both the Old and New Testaments, Feasts were associated with celebrations. An example of a celebration would be a wedding feast. We are the Bride of Christ, and having a continual feast is partaking of Jesus’ reward for all eternity!

Now in verse 17, I like to take this verse as an encouragement to avoid the illustrious things of this world; those things that do not satisfy us. What does satisfy us? God’s Love and Promise for our lives. “Better meal of vegetables where there is love, than a fattened calf with hatred”(verse 17). The fattened calf doesn’t change the fact that there is hatred, just distracts us from the real problem, separation from God. But even something simple combined with God’s Love is truly satisfying!

And finally, How can we give the gift of Joy and Happiness and Love? “A Cheerful look” (verse 30) is exactly what it takes. Joy can be passed through something as tiny as a smile. Maybe your Mother (or anyone else) just needs to feel your love, seeing your smiling face. There is no need to be flashy and showy, something simple just showing that you care and Love her (or anyone else).

. . . But the cheerful heart has a continual feast.
Proverbs 16 Short Devotional by Macey Bowman 

May 10th, 2010 

Read Proverbs 16
“To man belong the plans of the heart; but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue.
All a man’s ways see, innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD.
Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.
The LORD works out everything for his own ends- even the wicked for a day of disaster.” (verses 1-4)
“When a man’s ways are pleasing to the LORD, he makes even his enemies live at peace with him.” (verse 7)
“In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.” (verse 9)

While in college, we’re supposed to have/be coming up with some sort of plan for the future (This is really true at any stage of life, but it’s a pretty major factor while you’re in college). The two classic questions for college students are “What’s your major?” and “What do you want to do with your life/after you graduate?” Some of us have everything completely planned out, while others have no idea if we’re even in the right major. To be completely honest, it’s pretty intimidating (for me, anyway) to try to decide at 18 or 19 years old what I think I want to do with the rest of my life. That takes a lot of guidance and is definitely something we shouldn’t try to figure out on our own.

After reading these verses, I’m reminded that God has a plan for my life that will ultimately glorify Him. I can make my own plans, but I unless I’m submitting those plans to the direction of the LORD, I will continually find myself frustrated and being redirected. These verse point out the sovereignty of God, and how he has a perfect plan that will ultimately come to pass, regardless of what I say or think about the situation. When you really think about that, it’s pretty reassuring to know that God (who’s been around a lot longer than I have) loves me and knows what’s best for me and has a perfect plan for my life, in light of that. How often do I remember that? Do I consciously think about the fact that every day is from the LORD and has a purpose?

I know a lot of us probably do pray and ask God for direction for the big decisions in our lives, like where to go to school, what to major in, what job to take, or whether to go on a summer mission trip. But let’s look at verses 2-3 for a minute. Now apply these verses to your everyday life. When I’m studying and taking tests, do I commit those to the LORD? When I’m asking God for help with my grades, is it because I want a good grade or because I want Him to be glorified through my performance? My motives may seem innocent to me, but God knows when I want a good grade for me, and when I want a good grade for Him.

Do I commit every single day to the LORD, asking for His will to be done, and for Him to be glorified? If I do that, then Proverbs says that my plans will succeed. This doesn’t mean that I’ll always make a lot of money or that my life will be easy. It means that because my vision for my life is in line with God’s, I will have peace and joy in Him, knowing that I am where He wants me to be. Personally, I would rather be in the center of God’s will for my life than in a prestigious job, making lots of money.

Father, I commit today to you. Guide me in decisions that I make, and may everything I do bring you glory. Help me to seek your will for my life. Amen.

Proverbs 17 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 11th, 2010 

There are many wise words and hence many different devotionals one could have from this chapter of Proverbs.  The theme of the chapter seems to be “taming the tongue,” and we’ll stick with that topic since it stands out.

“Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.” (Proverbs 17:1)
“A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered.  Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.” (Proverbs 17:27-28)
How many times when you’ve gone home to visit family has your mother or father said something to upset you and cause you to lose your temper?  How many times has a roommate or friend done something to upset you enough that you had to vent to someone else to let them know how frustrated you were with that person?  Would you describe yourself as someone who is very opinionated?  Do you talk about someone in a bad way when they are not around at least once per day on average?  When someone around you has a bad attitude or is critical of something or someone else, does it cause you to be critical or catch that bad attitude?

If the answers of any of the questions above are ‘yes’ (or ‘more than once’), then Proverbs 17 is a great chapter for you!  There are other verses in this chapter besides the ones listed above that encourage us to be peaceful and not cause quarrels.  Verse 17 says “a friend loves at all times,” which means a true friend doesn’t speak poorly of anyone.  Verse 19 says “he who loves a quarrel loves sin.”  My favorite is verse 22, which says “a cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” 

Has your heart been a cheerful one this week?  No matter what our circumstances are or what trials we have gone through, we as individuals are responsible for our own attitudes.  Tough times are going to come.  That’s just the way life is sometimes.  We have our good times, and we’ll have our bad times.  Someone with true character is someone who accepts responsibility for their own attitude and doesn’t allow something that someone else did get them down.  I read a great book by Henry Cloud called Changes That Heal.  In it, Cloud says we should picture our lives as a back yard with a fence around it.  We are resonsible for cutting our own grass and bushes (or for our own attitudes).  If someone else has a bad attitude, that’s in their back yard, and we’re not responsible for it.  We must let them accept responsibility for their grass and bushes (their feelings, their attitudes, their actions, their happiness), and we must take responsibility for our  own.

I hope you have a cheerful day today!  If you’re having a tough time or struggling in a relationship, pray for that person and ask the Lord to help you find peace in Him.  Jesus is the Prince of Peace, and only he can help us to find it.  Confess and unconfessed sin these verses reveal so that you can have fellowship with the Lord and experience him today.

Proverbs 18 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 12th, 2010 

Pride Comes Before the Fall
Have you ever heard someone older say the phrase above to you or to someone else when they were being prideful?  I sure have, and I’ve learned many times the hard way that the above phrase, a Biblical phrase found in Proverbs 18:12, is true:

“Before his downfall a man’s heart is proud, but humility comes before honor.” (Proverbs 18:12 from NIV)
“Pride first, then the crash, but humility is precursor to honor.” (Proverbs 18:12 from Eugene Peterson’s The Message)
If someone were to follow you around for a day, and if they could not only watch you but also hear your thoughts, would they say that you are a prideful person or that you are a humble person?  Be careful about answering this question too quickly!!  A prideful person will quickly say, “You’re not talking about me!”  Here’s a test for you.  Look at the characteristics of a prideful person below and compare them to the characteristics of a humble person.  Note how the numbers match up (#1 under prideful is the opposite of #1 under humble).  Give yourself a real evaluation.  If the Lord reveals areas of pride to you, spend time today confessing your sin to God and asking him to change your heart and make you more like Christ.

Prideful  - 1)  Focused on the failures of others, 2) Self-righteous, having a critical fault-finding spirit, 3) Look down on others, 4) Independent, self-sufficient spirit, 5) Maintain control, must be their way, 6) Have to prove they are right, 7) Self-protective of time, rights, reputation, 
Humble – 1)  Overwhelmed with sense of their own spiritual need, 2) Compassionate, forgiving, looking for the best in others, 3) Esteem others better than self, 4) Dependent spirit, recognizing the need for others, 5) Surrender control, 6) Willing to yield the right to be right, 7) Self-denying, [image: image1.png]


Motivated to serve others, 9) Desire to be faithful to make others a success, 10) Desire to promote others, 11) “I don’t deserve to serve in this ministry!”, 12) Know they have nothing to offer God, 13) Humbled by how much they have to learn, 14) Not concerned with self at all, 15) Accept personal responsibility – can see when they are wrong, 16) Receive criticism with a humble, open heart, 17) Willing to be open/transparent with others, 18) Willing to be exposed, 19) Are quick to admit failure and seek forgiveness, and 20) When confessing sin, deals with specifics.

Okay, how did you do?  Are there areas in which you need the Lord to make you more humble, more transparent and vulnerable, and more dependent on others?  Find someone who can hold you accountable and can help sharpen you this summer by helping you become a more humble person.

Proverbs 19 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 13th, 2010 

“Many are the plans in a man’s heart,  but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21)
How many times have you made plans in your head, gotten your heart set on those plans, saw those plans fall to pieces, and then looked back on it later and realized they weren’t the Lord’s plans and that you are glad they didn’t come to fruition?  For me, this has happened so many times…jobs that I didn’t get, awards I didn’t receive, a girl that I didn’t marry (one I dated in high school), being a millionaire and a famous professional sports athlete, etc.

A few years ago, I learned a technique that has helped me to not get my heart so set on my own plans but to have my heart open to the Father’s plans.  I’m sure you’ve heard The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13, and you’ve probably prayed it in church or somewhere else.  Years ago, I began praying this prayer in my own words at least once per day.  The second part of the prayer goes like this:  “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).  When I pray this verse in my own words to the Lord, I talk to him about my circumstances. 

For example, this next week I’m starting a new summer mission project where students will be coming to Charleston from around the country to work and serve in the community for the whole summer.  Now sure, my plan would be that the project would go smoothly, that everyone would have the summers of their lives and that the entire community would be impacted.  However, there’s a good chance that God’s plan is that this project will not go smoothly, that there will be many challenges and that we will persevere only by trusting in the Lord.  So that’s what I pray to God:  “Lord, I don’t know your plans for this summer project.  I do ask you to guide us through the little details and help everything run smoothly.  However, I also acknowledge that you are sovereign, completely in control.  If some things don’t go as we plan them this summer, I pray you will use the circumstances to teach us to trust in you.  I pray you will transform our lives.”

My challenge for you today is to learn to pray as the Lord taught us to pray in Matthew 6:10: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.“  Give God your circumstances, and trust that his plans are so much better than ours.  When we have this attitude, we see trials in our lives as opportunties to grow and know Christ better rather than as failures.  We begin to trust God more.

Proverbs 20 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 14th, 2010 

As I was reading through Proverbs 20 this morning during my time with the Lord, I was reading Solomon’s wise sayings about how we should not drink too much wine, rebel against authorities, be lazy, how we should walk in integrity, etc.  Honestly, I was thinking to myself, “I’m not lazy.  I’m doing pretty well in that area since I’m a hard worker.  I am very submissive to authority and don’t even talk badly about the U.S. president behind his back.”

But then I read the following proverb and was convicted:

“Who can say, ‘I have made my heart pure; I am clean from my sin?’”  (Proverbs 20:9)
As soon as I read this verse, the Lord humbled me by bringing up a few recent sins to mind.  So instead of just reading verses this morning and patting myself on the back because of how good I am, I realized how I’m not good enough.  None of us is good enough to deserve God’s grace.  I’m realizing more and more each day that authentic Christianity isn’t about being a good person.  To me, it’s about realizing my need for Christ, being thankful for what he did for me by dying for my sins, and having a deep relationship with him by spending time with him and pursuing him.

How are you doing today?  When you read Proverbs 20:9 above, what sin does the Lord bring to your mind?  Spend time confessing those sins to the Lord, and be thankful for his grace when we weren’t good enough to deserve it.

Proverbs 21 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 15th, 2010 

“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the heart.  To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.  Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin.” (Proverbs 21:2-4)
I love ministry, doing things for the Lord.  However, when I read these verses above, I was convicted that sometimes I just love doing ministry…because it’s fun.  I forget about or maybe just don’t think about why I’m doing things for the Lord in the first place.  Is it because I love him?  Is it so I will feel good about myself or good about doing something meaningful?  Is it because I commit to doing things and then just get stuck continuing to do them so I won’t let people down?  Or is it just because I’m task related and always have to be doing something…so why not do them for the Lord?

I’m actually sitting on a balcony at a hotel at the beach right now enjoying vacation.  It’s 7:30 in the morning, and I didn’t get much sleep last night if any at all because I had so much on my mind.  I’m leading this big 10-week mission project that starts in a few days, and there is so much still to be done even though I’ve worked around the clock preparing for it.  My mind was racing all night thinking about the loose ends that needed tied in order for the project to be successful.

I thank the Lord this morning and praise him for the simple reminder that he’s only concerned about my heart, not the things I do “for him.”  I praise him for always providing for me, and I thank him for always being there with me to get me back on track whenever I tend to look away from him and become task oriented.  God’s love, his grace, my relationship with him are sufficient for me.  I remember that now that I’m gazing at the beach and the sun looking up over the horizon.  He created me so that I could enjoy him. 

What about you?  Where are you today?  Have you stopped to get to a place where you can just relax and enjoy Christ?  What do you have to be thankful for?  Take a “vacation from your problems” (or the worries of life) and spend time with the God of the universe, the Creator of all things who created us just to know him.

Proverbs 22 Short Devotional by Joshua Gale 

May 16th, 2010 

Read Proverbs 22

Proverbs 22:17-18
Sayings of the Wise

17 Pay attention and listen to the sayings of the wise; apply your heart to what I teach,

18 for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips.
If you haven’t read my story you can check it out by clicking the following link.

http://blog.findingauthenticchristianity.com/?p=65
During the time in my life where I wasn’t pursuing God whole heartedly, I would use random scriptures to get me through hardships. When I didn’t really understand something and had run out of options, I would turn to the back of the Bible and find a verse that somehow related to my circumstance. I would use these verses for comfort and then put my Bible away until I needed it again.

A few years ago a wise person told me that perseverance is ‘knowledge of God’s word.’ That if I studied God’s word and knew the schemes of the enemy that I was much more likely to persevere.  Now when I am faced with a hardship I am able to recollect scripture that helps me understand my situation. Sometimes I am unable to find understanding in God’s word and that is when I turn to the wise men in my life for knowledge. Up until my freshman year of college, spending time with the Lord every day seemed like an impossible task to perform. I began to meet with an older guy who taught me ways of studying God’s word and eventually that impossible task became possible. It wasn’t easy getting into the rhythm of waking up an extra hour earlier to be able to spend the quality time, but my friend told me that it was about progression not perfection. As I progressed in my relationship with the Lord, His word began to lay heavy on my heart. As He was constantly on heart, His love and His word began to flow from my lips unintentionally. Spending time with God allows me to become like a loaded gun or a sack full of seed, waiting to share the Truth with someone. What is on you heart comes out of your mouth.

Luke 6:45

The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.

Do you run to the word when and only when it is most convenient for you, or are you becoming disciplined in reading it daily?

Are you keeping God’s word on your heart and allowing it to flow from your mouth?

Do look to God’s word and wise men for understanding?

Dear Heavenly Father,

Keep me close to You as I strive to keep You in every part of my life. Holy Spirit help me to understand the Word of God and always keep it on my mind. May Your word be ready on my lips ready for the divine appointments that You have given me. Thank you for letting me participate in what You are doing and to You be all of the glory! Amen.

Proverbs 23 Short Devotional by Joshua Gale 

May 17th, 2010 

Read Proverbs 23

4 Do not wear yourself out to get rich;
have the wisdom to show restraint.

5 Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone,
for they will surely sprout wings
and fly off to the sky like an eagle.

If you have ever turned on the television past midnight, than you know that there are at least five “get rich quick” commercials on every night. Let’s be honest, you probably say, “what fool is going to fall for that scheme?” The truth is that millions of Americans fall for those schemes every day. We are constantly looking for a short cut! The pursuit of riches can destroy lives, futures, and families. Both of my parents are entrepreneurs and work really hard to make all of their money. My mom is an interior decorator and I’m not sure if there’s anything my old man can’t do… In their pursuit of wealth they lost their marriage and eventually their family. They both spent so much time making good money that they stopped spending time with each other. It seemed as if the more money they made, the more their relationship fell apart. They couldn’t see it, because their hearts were full of greed. They both eventually wore themselves out and stopped. Once they came up for breath they realized that there was so much that they missed. Majority of the businesses and revenue are gone and there is not much to show for it. Money also enables us to become less dependent on God.

Knowing that riches come and go along with tide, there is something that I would like to pass along to you. Taking the time to pour into others is the biggest investment that we could ever make. When we invest our time into others it yields more than a high interest bank account. If you have your eyes on riches you will miss many of the blessings that God wants to give us.

Dear Lord. Please help me to keep greed far from my heart. Father, You are more satisfying than any precious jewel that this world could offer. Thank You for allowing me to pour into others and to help them understand you word. Help us to be smart with our time and our finances. I ask all of these thing in Your precious and holy name. Amen.

Proverbs 24 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 18th, 2010 

We’ll Reap What We Sow
Many times in the Bible the metaphor of planting and sowing is used to drive home the point that some work is required on our part in order to have a fruitful life.  I didn’t used to be much of a landscaper until just the past few years.  When I moved into a new home in Charleston four years ago, there were no trees or flowers or really much landscaping at all.  That first year, I planted my first flower bed along with some crepe myrtles and wax myrtles.  They grew so much and looked so beautiful the next year that I was driven to plant some more.  Now one of my favorite activities is sitting out on my back porch in the mornings to spend time with Jesus.  There are beautiful, fragrant flowers blooming most months of the year.  The trees and bushes I planted have grown and look so nice.  I get my lawn treated every other month, and there aren’t any weeds among the thick, green grass.  It’s pleasant! 

“One day I walked by the field of an old lazybones, and then I passed the vineyard of a lout.  They were overgrown with weeds, thick with thistles, all the fences broken down.  I took a long look and pondered what I saw; the fields preached me a sermon and I listened.  ‘A nap here, a nap there, a day off here, a day off there, sit back, take it easy – do you know what comes next?  Just this:  you can look forward to a dirt-poor life, with poverty as your permanent houseguest!’”  (Proverbs 24: 30-34 from The Message)
Did you ever have a house in your neighborhood that always had a messy yard, one that never seemed cut and had weeds growing up all over?  You couldn’t even tell there was any grass because the weeds were so ugly and overgrown.  Everyone in the neighborhood talked about the house and what a mess it was.

Well, according to the Bible in John 15:4-5 and many other passages, the same metaphor of planting and sowing can be used to describe what happens in our spiritual lives.  When we take the time to pursue God and build our relationship with him, we bear much spiritual fruit (John 15:5).  When we “take a day off” here and there, “take a nap” in our spiritual lives by failing to acknowledge him, enjoy him, or talk to him, our vineyards (our lives) begin to be overgrown with weeds.  We lack patience and authentic love for people.  We become prideful and self-centered.  We lose our authentic Christianity.

So the question of the day is:  How is your vineyard or your lawn today?  If someone followed you around for an entire day, what would they see?  Would they see the weeds of pride and selfishness in your life?  Would they see someone who puts others down or talks about them when they’re not around, or would they see someone who is always compassionate and kind?  Take time confessing and sin you need to confess, and try to have a prayerful attitude throughout the day.  If you’re in the car alone, consider turning off the radio so you can talk to God.  Set aside some time to pray for friends who don’t know Christ.  Only Christ can help remove the weeds of sin in our lives and make us clean and tidy.  Have a great day in the Lord!

Proverbs 25 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 19th, 2010 

Read Proverbs 25.  Today I’ll just give a short little blurb about what God has been teaching me concerning two of the proverbs in this chapter.

“Like an earring of gold or an ornament of find gold is a wise man’s rebuke to a listening ear.”  (Proverbs 25:12)
I tend to be a people pleaser, and rebuking others (such as talking to another Christian I care about concerning sin I see in their life) doesn’t come natural or easy to me.  At first after I graduated from college, I was a volunteer youth pastor at a church.  Although I saw many of the junior high and high schoolers making the same mistakes I did when I was a teenager, I rarely spoke one-on-one to them about concerns I had with how they were living.  Then shortly after I went into full-time college ministry, I saw some major sin issues in a guy’s life and took the time to sit down with him and talk to him (rebuke him) about my strong concerns .  He was teachable and thanked me for talking to him, and then something happened.  He confessed his sin to God and turned away from it, and I saw God completely transform his life that year right before my eyes.  I was so impacted by watching God move that I’ve been “speaking truth in love” to other believers and encouraging them to do the same to me ever since.  I’ve seen God transform so many lives, and I have been sharpened by so many others as well.  I’ve also realized we are commanded to sharpen each other in this way in Matthew 18:15-17.  “If a brother sins against you, go to him and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens, you’ve gained a brother.” (Matt. 18:15)
“If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you.”  (Proverbs 25:21-22)
I work with a local pro soccer team and lead a Bible study with the team.  Several weeks ago during pre-season, one of the younger players was venting during Bible study that many of the veteran players were so negative and always put everyone else on the team down.  Everyone in Bible study agreed the best way to change the culture on the team from a negative, critical culture to a positive, encouraging one was to be kind and encouraging to those negative players.  The guys in Bible study all agreed they were going to be committed to being affirming and positive out on the field during practice and games.  It’s only been a month since then, but already the guys are noticing that their encouragement has had an impact on the team.  Last week, one of the older guys said something critical to a younger guy but then immediately apologized and said he was going to do better.  This is just one recent example of how I’ve seen kindness put out the fire of someone with a bad attitude.

Is there a brother or sister in Christ you know who needs someone to speak truth to them in love?  Maybe God placed you in their life to help sharpen them, and you might just be one of the first people to rebuke them in love.  Is there “an enemy” or maybe just someone with a bad attitude around you at work or at school who needs someone with a postitive attitude to impact them?  Spend time praying for them today, and find opportunities to show them kindness and encourage them this week.

Proverbs 26 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 20th, 2010 

This entire chapter of proverbs gives warning about being foolish, being lazy and about being full of gossip.  The following are examples of some of the proverbs:

“As a dog returns to his vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.”  (Proverbs 26:11)
“As a door turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on his bed.”  (Proverbs 26:14)
“Without wood a fire goes out.  Without gossip a quarrel dies down.”  (Proverbs 26:20)
If you want to look wise and make your friends laugh at the same time, you should memorize these proverbs and pull them out at appropriate times when your friends are being lazy or repeat mistakes (just kidding).  Seriously though, all of these verses are full of wisdom, and you really should pick out a couple of them that strike home and memorize them.  Maybe write them on a slip of paper and put them somewhere you will find them.  Today, we’ll just talk briefly about the first of the three verses above.

“As a dog returns to his vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.”  Isn’t it disgusting how dogs will eat their throw-up immediately after they “up-chuck” it?  These proverbs were written thousands of years ago, and apparently this has been a problem for a long time.  I guess you could say some things never change.  But what about you?  Is there a sin or two that come to mind when you read this verse?  Is there a sin that has been a thorn in your side, a bad habitual sin you can’t seem to break?  Spend time confessing your sin to God.  I find that when I have had a habitual sin in my life, it has often been because I have loved something more than God.  For example, when I have struggled with pride (thinking more highly of myself than others), it’s because I have loved myself more than God.  When I have struggled with impatience, it’s because I have made time an idol (or whatever place or event I’m trying to get to).  It’s really idolatry when it comes down to it.  If there is a folly you’ve been repeating (pride, gossip, lust, impatience, etc.), ask God to change your heart toward this sin.  Ask him to help you hate this sin the way that he hates it.  Thank him and praise him that he is the only one who can satisfy our hearts!

Proverbs 27 Short Devotional by Ty Carver 

May 21st, 2010 

God is teaching me a lot about learning to serve others with a heart of humility. I loved reading through Proverbs 27 because it constantly reminds us as believers to put others first because it is what Christ did. It is all about living a life in humility for Christ and His glory and not our own.

“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1)

I’m always weary when I hear myself or friends talk more about what they are doing for Christ in ministry rather than what Christ is really doing for them. If you pay attention, usually these people are really critical of others. We love to put ourselves up on a throne and sometimes forget who pulled us up there or that there is one who sits higher than us. I’m guilty of it. In fact, one of the churches I grew up in was so self centered they seemed to want to talk more about how God was impacting them rather than caring for me. Sadly, I had the same view of caring for others and that about describes my attitude of ministry during my high school years. If you are really living an authentic lifestyle and living with a humble heart you will see others recognizing it in your life and won’t need to point out what you are doing for Christ.

The author really is portraying many areas for humility and revealing the promises and blessings that are in store for us when we live as Christ. I love how he refers to serving at the home in verse 8 and alludes to serving the neighborhood in which we live in as well in verse 14. Serving my parents is a humbling experience, especially after all they have given me. There are so many opportunities to love others around us. We don’t have to go far to find them in our homes, dorms, classrooms, and some are just on the corner from where we live.

“17 As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.18 He who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, and he who looks after his master will be honored.” (Proverbs 27:17-18)

When we serve others in a lifestyle of humility, we lift each other up. It is amazing and a beautiful thing to see Christ alive and working in my family and friends around me. We see the fruit in each of our lives and that encouragement from Jesus goes a long way. I think he also goes a little deeper in explaining how this looks in verses 23-27 as he compares a shepherd caring for his flock and how in return they really sharpen and provide for the shepherd’s lifestyle. It’s so cool to think of that parallel we have with Christ and our relationship with Him. He is so pleased with our filthy offerings we bring to Him and only because of Christ’s provision for our sin. What an amazing and indescribable love!?

“Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.” (Proverbs 27:2)

That is what I really think verse two is trying to portray. Don’t get me wrong, rejoice in what God is doing in your life! Share it with others! But also keep in mind that sharing usually implies receiving as well. Don’t be robbed of an opportunity to listen to what God is doing in others lives as well as opportunities to love on them. I challenge you to really listen to what other believers share with you. I find that God speaks to me sometimes more clearly by listening to what He is trying to teaching others because it also pertains to me.

Proverbs 28 Short Devotional by Joshua Gale 

May 22nd, 2010 

Intentions…

Proverbs 28:9

The prayers of a person who ignores the law are despised.

Growing up I got into a lot of sticky situations and backed myself into a lot of corners. I became a Christian when I was ten years old, but I continued to live to by my own understanding for the next eight years.  I heard plenty of sermons at church on Sundays, but I still chose to follow my own path. Proverbs 28: 26 says that trusting oneself is foolish, but those who walk in wisdom are safe. After eight years of trying to create my own path based on my selfish needs and wants, I finally surrendered my life to Christ.

Proverbs 3:5-10

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;

6 in all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make your paths straight.

Making Christ my Savior and Lord was the wisest decision that I ever made.  I always wondered why God did not answer my prayers when I wanted Him to get me out of those sticky situations. I would always try to make promises to God that He knew I wouldn’t keep. “God if you get me out of this, I promise I will…” Fill in the blank. We have all tried to make a deal with God, but He knows the true intentions of our hearts. God does not listen to our prayers if we intend to go back our sin as soon as we get off of our knees. If we want to forsake our sin and follow Him, however, He willingly listens- no matter how bad our sin has been. What closes his ears is not the depth of our sin, but the shallowness of our “repentance.” Repentance is not just weeping over our sins; repentance is truly wanting to turn from self to God, so that He can change the condition of your heart. In order to repent we must call it sin, call it forgiven, and call on God to change us. 
Are you making promises with God that you do not intend to keep?

Are your prayers selfish and “you” centered?

Do you trust in the Lord every day in everything that you do; even the simple things?

Dear Lord, please help us to pray prayers that are sincere and in line with your will for us. God reveal any wickedness and pride in our hearts that is keeping us from experiencing true intimacy with You. Lord, help us to trust in You every day, in everything that we do. I ask all of these things in Your precious and holy name. Amen.

Proverbs 29 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 23rd, 2010 

An Audience of One
I must admit one of my greatest struggles has always been being too concerned about what others think of me.  I’m a people pleaser by nature.  When I was young, I would strive to do well in school to please my parents (not to learn or to get prepared for my future).  I would strive on the baseball field to please my coach so I would always be a starter and so I would always be one of the first batters (not so we would win).  In college, I studied to please the professors.  At work, I would try to be the best to climb the corporate ladder and make sure I had great job security. 

This ongoing problem in my life of trying so hard to please others has even followed me into full-time ministry.  One example is how I look to others in authority over me or older men and women every chance I get to get their feedback on how I’m doing.  There have also been many times I have relied on the leadership of other leaders in our ministry rather than looking to the Lord, making Him my sole audience, and allowing myself to be led by him.  But the Bible teaches us otherwise:

“Many seek an audience with a ruler, but it is from the Lord that man gets justice.”  (Proverbs 29:26)
When it comes down to it, anytime that we as Christians are living our lives to please others or seeking an audience from anyone besides the Lord, we have an identity problem.  We’re not pursuing authentic Christianity.  We’re like the rich young ruler in Matthew 19:16-26.  He wanted to be Jesus’ disciple, but when Jesus told him he needed to sell his possessions and give to the poor, he couldn’t do it.  His identity was found in his riches, and he couldn’t give up that identity and trade it for a new identity in Christ.

This week, where have you been finding your identity?  Are you struggling with making those around you your audience, to whom you perform and try to please?  Spend time in prayer today seeking to find your identity in Christ and making him your only audience.  I’ve found that the first two chapters of Ephesians are great chapters to read when I’m struggling with finding my identity in Christ.  I’ll close today with a few of these encouraging verses:

“All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our transgression – it is by grace you have been saved.  And God raised us up in Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:3-9)

Proverbs 30 Short Devotional by Chad 

May 26th, 2010 

I want to give you a quick heads up that tomorrow we will be starting an in-depth study of the book of Romans for the next two months.  This is one of my favorite books of the Bible, and it’s a great treasure!  We know you’ll enjoy studying along with us.  Also, for those who use the devotionals daily, you will notice we got the last two chapters of Proverbs out of order.  We’re sorry about that if it caused any problems.  Proverbs 30 is a great chapter written from the wise sayings of a man named Agur:

“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.”  (Proverbs 30:5-6)
When I read these wise words, I am reminded of how many times as a Christian I have neglected to read the Word of God, the Bible.  I’ve spent countless hours studying and reading books in college, mostly about things I’ll never need to know again.  I’ve read probably millions of headlines in the news, and I’ve read so many books for fun. 

If we took studying the Bible even ten percent as seriously as we took studying for school, we would probably be as wise as Solomon.  Yet in this busy culture, we often don’t take the time to really understand and learn to apply the only absolute, eternal truth we know – the eternal Word of God.  I’ve found that the words in the Bible are like a double-edged sword that cut to my heart.  There’s a supernatural power behind the words that changes my life when I read them and apply them, and when I’ve shown others passages of scripture, I’ve seen their lives transformed as well.  No other book, news article, or magazine can give me the encouragement and life that the Bible brings to me when I take time to read it daily.

I’d encourage you to memorize 2 Timothy 3:16-17 below.  Commit yourself to studying and applying the Word of God to your life this summer.  Pray and ask the Lord to use it to transform you and make you the person he created you to be.

“All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16)
Proverbs 31 Short Devotional by Macey 

May 25th, 2010 

The Proverbs 31 Woman:
So the second part of this chapter describes a woman of noble character. She’s pretty amazing. Here are some of her characteristics:
- Economically stable/provides for her family
- Diligent
- Cares for the poor/ involved in ministry reaching out to the poor
- Strong
- Dignified
- Demonstrates wisdom and kindness
- Gives faithful instruction

Why is she this way? Because she fears the Lord. (verse 30). A woman who FEARS THE LORD is to be praised. This has been a common theme throughout the book of Proverbs. This woman is very strong and has an amazing character. But it’s not because she’s just developed a great work ethic. (Although that is true). But becoming this type of person doesn’t start with a resolve to work hard. That’s what I tend to do. I read passages like this and think about how I can work harder to be like that. This woman was extraordinary because she feared the LORD. She saw that God had provided the means for her to help provide for her family, so she took advantage of those opportunities, and tried to be a good steward of what God had given her. She saw that there were poor individuals in the community and God has blessed her with the means to help them, so she did. But all of these characteristics were a result of fearing the LORD. She understood who God was and had a relationship with Him that transformed her character from the inside out.

I think sometimes I forget that God calls me to worship Him through my everyday life. That’s part of fearing the LORD and loving God with ALL of your heart. That means that I work hard at the tasks that he has given me (anything from respecting family members that I live with to being diligent and honest at my summer job as a witness to others) because I recognize those as opportunities that God has given me to use for His glory. It goes back to the idea of stewardship. How are you using the opportunities and resources God has given you? If you need to make a change in your life, the solution is not to determine to “do better.” The solution is to confess to God that you need his strength to glorify Him where He’s put you for right now. So (whether you’re a girl or a guy), how do you line up with these traits? Could someone say these things about you?

